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KWINANA GREEN PC PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Community Development 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Community Development) [9.04 am]:  On Thursday, 4 
June I had the privilege of launching a new and unique partnership between Challenger TAFE and Infoxchange 
Australia’s Green PC program in Kwinana.  The program provides an opportunity for mature and young 
members of the Kwinana community to further their education and enhance their employment opportunities 
through participation in the Wider Opportunities for Work course developed and delivered by Challenger TAFE 
and funded through the Department of Education and Training.  Participants are then able to work and volunteer 
in the Green PC workshop that has been established through the partnership.  This is a sustainable program that 
reduces the impact of e-waste into landfill and delivers quality refurbished Internet-ready computers to eligible 
disadvantaged members of the Kwinana community. 
The refurbished computers are sold to persons who can furnish a health care card or have an income of less than 
$27 000 per annum.  The computers sell for between $99 and $500, have a 12-month warranty, are loaded with 
Windows 98 or 2000 and OpenOffice.org 2, and include a monitor, keyboard and mouse, a new 56K modem, 
floppy drive, CD-ROM, sound card and speakers.  The computers are Internet-ready with a one-month free 
Internet access.  Green PC provides online support via a 1300 number. 
The Kwinana program can be measured by the success of the first student intake.  Seventeen mature-aged 
persons are enrolled in the course.  They are acquiring skills to service computers and are becoming work ready.  
That is all happening in the Green PC workshop.  The Kwinana community has embraced the initiative with 
open arms and in the first months of the program more than 50 refurbished computers have been delivered into 
the hands of community members.   
This is an excellent example of a sustainable partnership building the capacity of the local Kwinana community.  
The program provides support through increased volunteering and real employment opportunities for graduates.  
In the current budget the Carpenter government has provided an additional $31 million to increase the amount of 
training available for expanding the skills base of the Western Australian community.  The increase in funding is 
an indication of the importance this government places on building skills in the community to produce a stronger 
economy, to deliver more jobs and to encourage investment and growth in our state. 
 


